
Memorandum of Understanding 

No. Q_0l/2019 

First Party: 
Lebanon Reforestation Initiative 
Represented by the NGO Director 
Dr. Maya Nehme 
Address: 2nd Floor, Shaaya & Azar bldg., Comicbe 
Pierre Gemayel, Jdeideh, Mount Lebanon, Lebanon 
Phone: (961) 1 872785 
Email: rnnehme@lri-lb.org 

Second Party: 
The Litani River Authority 
Represented by its Director 
Dr. Sami Alawieh 
Address: Beirut, Bechara el Khoury 
Phone: (01) 662112-16 

Since the First Party, The Lebanon Reforestation 
Initiative (LRI) is a Lebanese NGO registered at the 
Ministry of Interior and Municipalities under no. 
1186 on 18 June 2014 and had started as a project 
launched in 2010 by the United States Forest Service 
(USPS) Office of International Programs (IP) 
through the support and funding of the United States 
Agency for International Development {USAID). 
The GO is implementing a community-based 
reforestation program that has resulted so far in the 
planting of more than 1 Million native trees 
throughout Lebanon since 2011. It promotes a 
community-led approach to reforestation, bringing 
together diverse committed municipalities, 
community stakeholders, Lebanese civil society 
organizations, and other actors such as the private 
sector, to restore and replant degraded community 
lands. 

And since LRJ is currently managing a project 
funded by USAID entitled: Livelihoods in Forestry, 
under which the GO is planting native species on 
degraded lands in the Racbaya -West Beqaa area 
among others. 
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And, since the Second Party owns a land near the 
Quaraon Dam in the township of Machgbara on 
which quarrying activities were carried oul a long 
time ago to extract the dam stones and restoration 
was not carried out since, 

and has expressed its interest in restoring the 
abandoned quarry; 

All parties have met on 26/07/2019 and agreed on 
the following: 
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documents are considered an integral part of the ,.lia.11 11' 1)--1� 'J 
agreement. 

2. This Agreement is valid from the date of its 
signature and until June 30, 2021. However, this 
agreement includes long term responsibilities 
that should be carried out by the Second Party 
beyond the deadline mentioned above. 

3. First Party: 
- The First Party offers the foJJowing to the 

second party for the completion of the 
rehabilitation project: 

o A detailed project design to be developed in 
coordination with the second party's team of 
experts (including a biodiversity expert, a 
mapping expert and a landscape designer) 
from the f irst party's side. 

o The total number of seedlings needed to 
plant the restored quarry after acquisition of 
soil by the second party and according to the 
agreed-upon design. 

o A water tank and irrigation system for the 
planted seedlings and rental of water trucks. 

o Fencing material to fence the restored 
section to protect it from grazing. 

o Labour cost for planting, scalping and 
irrigating the planted seedlings 

o Planting and scalping tools will be put at the 
disposal of the workers during the work 
periods and stored back with the first party 
in no-work periods. 

o Details will be specified in an addendum to 
this agreement once the design is 
completed. 
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neighobring communities, and will train them 
to conduct planting activities, at the local 
workers daily wage of $20/worker/day 
(Equivalent to 30,000 LBP). 

- The First Party supervises all proj ect activities 
and provides inspection of planting quality 
during the planting season. 

- The First Party offers continuous technical 
support to the Second Party on reforestation 
and fire prevention practices throughout the 
timeframe of this agreement. 

- The First Party will provide and install a site 
signage that clarifies the goals of the project 
and carries the branding signs of USA.ID, LRI, 
MoE and the Litani River Authority. 

- The First Party wiU support the Second Party in 
acquiring approvals for rehabilitation from the 
Ministry of Environment. 

- The First Party will organize in coordination 
with the Second Party awareness raising and 
educational activities on site to showcase this 
quarry as an example of good quarrying 
practices and good rehabilitation practices, to 
be done in the River Center. 

- Second Party: 
In return, the second party agrees on the following, 
for the length of this agreement: 

- The second party will provide access to the 
land subject of this agreement for the 
purpose of this project. 

- The second party will provide a current 
topographic assessment of the land. 

- The second party will designate civil 
engineers from its team to support in the 
development of the detailed concept design. 

- The second party will be responsible 
technically and financially for the building 
of terrace walls according to the 
s ecifications delineated in the detailed 
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concept design, and for filling those terraces 
with agricultural soil to allow the first party 
to conduct planting activities afterwards. 

The second party will support the first party 
in identifying and hiring local workers with 
the financial support and approval of the 
first party. 

- The second party will provide a site 
supervisor to follow up with a supervisor 
from the first party on all proj ect activities 
in the field. 

- The second party will protect the newly 
rehabilitated site from grazing and any other 
activity that would affect the growth of the 
seedlings 

- The second party will assist the first party in 
monitoring seedling growth and survival 

- The second party will provide storage space 
for tools and planting material during the 
planting season. 
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- The second party will coordinate with the 
first party and the Ministry of Environment 
on awareness raising and educational 
activities on site to showcase this quarry as 
an example of good quarrying practices and 
good rehabilitation practices. 

- If for any reasons the second party fails to 
built the terrace walls and provide soil, the 
first party is automatically released from its 
obligations under this MOU since planting 
cannot happen unless soil is provided. If soil 
is provided partially, the first party will still 
plant the sections filled with soil. 

5. If approved, the Second Party agrees to 
indemnify LRI and USAID and bold them 
harmless against all liability or loss, demands, 
suits. damages and against all claims and 
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actions, fines of judgments (including costs, 
attorney' s  and witnesses fees and expenses 
incident thereto) based upon or arising out of 
property loss or damage and of personal injury 
or death which may be sustained by either party 
or by any of either parties employees, agents, 
consultants, or subcontractors as a result of 
performing the work required under this 
agreement. 

6. This Agreement does not entitle the Second 
Party to claim from the First Party any financial 
obligations or the commitment to the execution 
of any training programs or activities that the 
First Party does not wish to do. 

7. It is expressly agreed that under no circumstances 
can this Agreement be deemed as an agency of 
any type whatsoever in such manner that either 
party is deemed a representative of the other. 

8. The cooperation between all parties of this 
Agreement includes other aspects not mentioned 
in the present Agreement when both parties 
expressed a common wish in this sense. In such 
case, an addendum to this MOU could be added 
and signed by all parties. 

9. All activities conducted under this MOU should 
be compliant with USAID Reg. 2 1 6  on 
Environmental Compliance and should not have 
any significant negative impact on the 
surrounding environment. 

10. All activities conducted under this MOU should 
be compliant with USAID ADS 205 for gender 
equality and female empowennent and should 
ensure effective gender integration. 

1 1 .  All activities conducted under this MOU should 
be compliant with USAID ADS 302 and 303 for 
the inclusion of people with disabilities. 
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Attachments : 

1. List of Seedlings 
2. Standard Provisions 

Signatures 

Dr. May1fNelime'" . . ,  
LRI ro  · ect Director 
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Attachment 1 �I 

List of Seedlings to be planted in Fall 2019 
2019 U-1,> l) t..;J.ll � 1 C :c:11: di J.,:W:ill ,l,,J� 

Vegetation level : 
I 

Enmediterranean 

Species 

Latin name Arabic name 

Spartium junceum Jlj.J 

Rosa canina '-iY. .:J_J.J 

Juniperus oxycedll.lB JC- JC-

Pious halepensis � y,� 

Pinus brutia IJY. Y.� 

Cupressus sempervirens �� 

Amygdalus sp '-iY. j_,l 

Rhus coraria Jb 

Rhamnus punctata � 

Lonicera nummulariifolia 41...r. 

Sorbus torminalis � c-1.):#-

Cercis siliquastrum li-i..J j,i j 

Pumus ursina ..,.cl\ t_,.,;. 

Pistacia palestina � 

Pinus pinea t.j..P.- y.fa-
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ATTACHMENT 2 �I 

ST AND ARD PROVISIONS 

Recipient has no direct relationship with USAID. 

(USAID) u Jll � � "JI �\.S -11 ' .. � -- � ;,.L, 1 ( ·wn - -� 11 I) �I � 'i . _ .,  - - _»,, y � .r� . .  "' ,.,.;...,... ij - -

4 .1  INVESTMENT PROMOTION 

No funds or other support provided hereunder may be used in a project or activity reasonably likely to 
involve the relocation or expansion outside of the United States of an enterprise located in the United States 
if non-U .S. production in such relocation or expansion replaces some or all of the production of, and reduces 
the number of employees at, said enterprise in the United States. 

No funds or other support provided hereunder may be used in a project or activity the purpose of which is 
the establishment or development in a foreign country of any export processing zone or designated area 
where the labor, environmental, tax, tariff, and safety laws of the country would not apply, without the prior 
written approval of LRI. 

No funds or other support provided hereunder may be used in a project or activity which contributes to the 
violation of internationally recognized rights of workers in the recipient country, including those in any 
designated zone or area in that country. 

This provision must be included in all sub-agreements . 
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4.2 NONLIABILITY 

. . . . ... ' t � ' •. 
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USAID and LRI do not assume liability for any third party claims for damages arising out of this award. 

'-=1J,Fl J_JA Y . t 

4.3 AMENDMENT 

The award may be amended by formal modifications to the basic award document or by means of an 
exchange of letters between the LRI NGO Director and an appropriate official of the Recipient. 
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4.4 NOTICES 

. �l � 

Any notice given by LRI or the recipient shall be sufficient only if in writing and delivered in person, 
mailed, or cabled as follows: 

To the LRI NGO Director, at the address specified in the agreement. 

To the Recipient, at the Recipient 's address shown in the agreement or to such other address designated 
within the agreement. 

Notices shall be effective when delivered in accordance with this provision, or on the effective date of the 
notice, whichever is later. 
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�&ll'!-

4.5 PUBLIC NOTICES 

It is USAID's policy to inform the public as fully as possible of its programs and activities. The Recipient 
is encouraged to give public notice of the receipt of this award and, from time to time, to announce progress 
and accomplishments. Press releases or other public notices should include a statement substantially as 
follows: 

"The U.S. Agency for International Development administers the U.S. 
foreign assistance program providing economic and humanitarian 
assistance in more than 80 countries world\vide." 

The Recipient may call on LRI for advice regarding public notices. The Recipient is requested to provide 
copies of notices or announcements to LRI as far in advance of release as possible. 
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4.6 REFUNDS 

.lA.J_.,i..... � �  

USAID and LRI reserves the right to require refund by the Recipient of the materials or the value of any 
materials provided hereunder which the Recipient did not use in accordance with the terms and conditions 
of this award. In the event that a final audit has not been performed prior to the closeout of this agreement, 
LRI retains the right to a refund until all claims which may result from the final audit have been resolved 
between USAID and the Recipient. 
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4.7 TERMINATION AND SUSPENSION 

(a) LRI may tenninate this agreement at any time, in whole or in part, upon written notice to the 
Recipient, whenever it is determined that the Recipient has materially failed to comply with the terms and 
conditions of this agreement. 

(b) TI1is agreement may be terminated at any time, in whole or in part, by LRI wi th tbe consent of the 
Recipient . Both parties shall agree upon termination conditions, including the effective date and, in the 
case of partial tenninations, the portion of the award to be terminated. The agreement to tenninate shall be 
set forth in a letter from the LRI GO Director to the Recipient. 

(c) If at any time USAID or LRI determine that continuation of all or part of this agreement should be 
suspended or terminated because such assistance would not be in the national interest of the United States 
or would be in violation of an applicable law, then LRI may, following notice to the Recipient, suspend or 
terminate this agreement in whole or part and prohibit the Recipient from performing this agreement, other 
than those activities specified in the notice of suspension, during the period of suspension. If the situation 
causing the suspension continues for 60 days or more, then LRJ may terminate this agreement on written 
notice to the Recipient and cancel that portion of this award that has not been performed. 

(d) Termination and Suspension Procedures. Upon receipt of, and in accordance with, a termination 
notice as specified above, the Recipient shall take immediate action to minimize all activities authorized by 
this award. The Recipient shall, within 30 calendar days after the effective date of such termination, return 
any unused/undistributed materials to LRI or otherwise dispose of such materials in accordance with the 
Standard Provision entitled "Title To and Use of Property." 

This provision must be included in all sub--agreements. 
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4.8 DISPUTES 
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(a) Any dispute under this agreement shall be decided by the LRI 
NGO Director. The NGO Director shall furnish the Recipient a written copy of the decision. 

(b) Decisions of the LRI Project Director shall be final unless, within 30 days of receipt of the dedsion 
of the Project Director, the Recipient appeals the decision to LRI. Any appeal made under this provision 
shall be in writing and addressed to LRI at the address mentioned in this agreement. 

(c) In order to facilitate review on the record by LRI, the Recipient shall be given an opportunity to 
submit written evidence in support of its appeal. No hearing will be provided. 

(d) A decision tmder this provision by LRI shall be final. 
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4.9 

{ l)  

DEBARMENT, SUSPENSION, AND OTHER RESPONSIBILITY MATTERS 

The Recipient certifies to the best of its knowledge and belief, that it and its principals: 

(a) Are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debannent, declared ineligible, or 
voluntarily excluded from covered transactions by any U.S. Government department or agency; 

(b) Have not, within a three-year period preceding its proposal,  been convicted of or had a civil 
judgment rendered against them for commission of fraud or a criminal offense in connection with 

obtaining, attempting to obtain, or perfonning a public (Federal, State, or local) transaction or 
contract under a public transaction; violation of Federal or State antitrust statutes or commission of 
embezzlement, theft, forgery, bnoery, falsification or destruction of records, making false statements, or 
receiving stolen property; 

(c) Are not presently indicted for, or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by, a U.S. 
governmental entity (Federal, State, or local) with commission of any of the offenses enumerated in 
paragraph ( l )(b) of this certification; and 

(d) Have not, within a three-year period preceding its proposal, had one or more public 
transactions (Federal, State, or local) terminated for cause or default. 

(2) The Recipient agrees that, unless pre-approved by the LRI NGO Director, it will not kno · gly 
enter into any sub-agreements or contracts under this agreement with a person or entity that is · uded on 
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the "Lists of Parties Excluded from Federal Procurement or Non­
procurement Programs." The Recipient further agrees to include the following provision in any sub­
agreements or contracts entered into under this agreement 
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DEBARMENT, SUSPENSION, INELIGIBILITY, AND 

VOLUNTARY EXCLUSION (MARCH 1989) 

The recipient/contractor certifies that neither it nor its principals is presently 
debarred, suspended, proposed for debannent, declared ineligible, or voluntarily 
excluded from participation in this transaction by any U .S. Government department 
or agency. 

(3) The policies and procedures applicable to debannent, suspension, and ineligibility under USAID-
financed transactions are set forth in 22 CFR Part 208. 
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4.10 TITLE TO AND USE OF PROPERTY 

(a) Title and disposition to all property provided under this agreement shall vest with LRJ. Towards 
the end of the prime cooperative agreement, LRI shall provide disposition instructions for the Recipient. 

(b) The Recipient agrees to use and maintain the property for the purpose of this agreement in 
accordance with the following procedures: 

( 1 ) The Recipient shall not use any equipment provided hereunder to provide services to non-
U.S. Government outside organizations for a fee that is less than private companies charge for equivalent 
services. Equipment is defined as an article of tangible nonexpendable personal property having a useful 
life of more than one year and an acquisition cost of $5,000 or more per unit. 

(2) The Recipient shall use any equipment provided hereunder for the program for which it 
was provided as long as needed, whether or not the program continues to be supported by U. S. Government 
funds and shall not encumber the property without approval of LRI. When no longer needed for the original 
program, the Recipient shall continue to use such equipment to forward the purposes of this agreement. 

(3) During the time that equipment provided hereunder is used on the program for which it 
was acquired, the Recipient may make it available for use on other programs if such other use will not 
interfere with the work on the program for which the equipment was originally provided. 

( 4) If acquiring replacement equipment, the Recipient may use the equipment to be replaced 
as trade-in or sell the equipment and use the proceeds to offset the costs of the replacement equipment 
subject to the approval of the LRI Project Manager. 

(5) The Recipient's property management standards for the materials provided hereunder shall 
include aU of the following: 

information: 
(i) Property records shall be maintained accurately and shall include the following 

(A) A description of the property; 

(B) Manufacturer's serial number, model number, or other identification nwnber, if applicable; 

(C) Source of the property, including the award number; 

(D) Whether title vests in the Recipient, the U.S. Government or other specified e 

(E) Date received and value; 
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(F) Location and condition of the property and the date the 
information was reported; 

(G) Ultimate disposition data, including date of disposal and sales price (if applicable) or the 
method used to determine current fair market value if the Recipient compensates USAID in 
accordance with paragraph (b)(6) below. 

(ii) A physical inventory of property shall be taken and the results reconciled with the 
property records at least once every two years. Any differences between quantities detennined by the 
physical inspection and those shown in the accounting records shall be investigated to determine the causes 
of the difference. The Recipient shall , in connection with the inventory, verify the existence, current 
utilization, and continued need for the property. 

(iii) A control system shall be in effect to insure adequate safeguards to prevent loss, 
damage, or theft of the property. Any loss, damage, or theft shall be investigated and fully documented and 
the Recipient shall promptly notify the LRI NGO Director. 

(iv) 
good condition; 

Adequate maintenance procedures shall be implemented to keep the property in 

(v) Where the Recipient is authorized or required to sell the property, proper sales 
procedures shall be established which provide for competition to the extent practicable and result in the 
highest possible return. 

(d) The Recipient shall ,  at a minimum, provide the equivalent insurance coverage for equipment 
provided hereunder as provided to property owned by the Recipient. 
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